College Prep Quarter Projects 2014-2015
In College Prep this year, you will be expected to follow an author of your choice, for the year.  I would like to propose that you choose a contemporary author, though there are some restrictions on this (John Grisham, James Patterson, Stephen King and uh…that woman….oh right – Danielle Steele (sp?) come to mind. ASK ME for approval.  I will give you a list of good author choices to get you started.  I will also expect you to find/join a team of students who are all following the same author.  Teams will be two or three people.  The only mixing you may do is IF a member of your team is from a different hour, then all of you MUST be able to “present” in one of the College Prep hours.  So if you are in 4th hour and one member is from 5th hour – one of you must have a 4th  or 5th hour study hall so you can be part of the project presentation work.  Understand? DON’T MIX IF ALL MEMBERS CANNOT MEET AT THE SAME TIME…YOU NEED TO MAKE IT WORK!

1st quarter -  your job will be to research the author.  Find out everything you can about him or her. DIG (beyond Wikipedia, please). Use interviews, reference texts, web sites (YouTube is your friend…seriously). Use everything. Find out what his/her passions are, political views, stylistic approaches, genres, growth as a writer. Find out about background and influences and joys and sorrows.  EMAIL the author if you can! (This is fascinating when you can connect.) Find out about his/her social causes, philosophies, important turning points in his/her career or personal life.  Find out about themes the author likes to explore, has explored, won’t explore! And why!  Build your own background knowledge of this person.  The safety net of this project is that you’re not in it alone.  All members of the group need to gather info/intel and THEN sit down and organize how the group will present the info.  Straight “lecture” form is probably not very interesting for anybody…this should be a multi-media (think Prezi) engaging presentation (video clips encouraged!!)  Get creative! Get visual! Get involved! Time frame: approx. 10 min.
The group presentation will be in the final weeks of the quarter, so sometime around the last week in October.
An Annotated Works Consulted page (MLA format) must be submitted at the time of presentations by ALL group members and should reflect the research each individual member has done to contribute to the presentation (so, in other words, I should not receive 4 identical Works Consulted pages).  The “annotated” portion of the Works Consulted page means that underneath each citation should be a brief (3 to 4 sentences) summary of what the source has given you. Please understand, I have no problem giving individual grades. Thus if any one in the group does not pull his/her own weight, that will not impact the other individuals in the group, though clearly the one person can expect a different grade. (Though, of course, what a shame that would be because all those potential insights and interpretations would be lost….) REQUIRED:  Annotated Works Consulted.  MLA format. (50 points)
2nd quarter  - everyone in the group needs to READ the same novel by your author.  You will be conducting what is called a Round Table Discussion.  I will tell you all about this at the beginning of 2nd quarter but feel free to read any time between now and the end of the semester, especially if you have to share the book…(buying it – gasp – is also an option…)  The Round Table Discussion will take place in early January prior to the end of the semester.
3rd quarter You’re on your own this time. Read a second novel by your author. You will be asked to write a book review – comparing/contrasting this novel with the first one you read.  Essentially, you will pick one over the other and tell me why.  This will be a minimum of three paragraphs.  Due by mid-March. Note: you can read this quarter novel any time during the year (after you’ve read the “group” novel of course). If so, feel free to write the review as soon as you finish the 2nd novel (while it’s fresh in your memory) and turn it in. The grade it receives will appear on the fourth quarter grading period. (Which also means that if you, say, read/write this during 2nd or 3rd quarter and you don’t like the grade you get on the review you wrote, you’d have time to improve on that grade! Just a thought…)
4th quarter You and your group will be doing a collaborative presentation project hopefully using our Haiku webpage (a wiki project) or a presentation website of your choosing to present everything you’ve learned about this author and his/her works.  This should be a multi-media/engaging presentation which will hopefully pique the interest of fellow readers and invite them to visit this author.
The particulars for 2-4th quarter will be addressed more specifically when we get to those quarters.  As for now, focus your attention on 1) picking an author 2) getting a group of 2 or 3 people together and sign up with your group for an approved author.
College Prep Quarter Project Authors to Pick From:

Ayn Rand 




Margaret Atwood

Barbara Kingsolver



Jane Smiley

Connie May Fowler



Harper Lee 

Sue Monk Kidd




Sherman Alexie

Alice Hofman




T.A. Barron
Tim O’Brien




Ursula Le Guin

Fannie Flagg




Sandra Cisneros

Mitch Albom




Pat Conroy


Daniel Quinn




Rebecca Wells

Leaf Enger




Elizabeth Kostova

Terry Trueman




Mark Haddon

Willa Cather




Eoin Colfer

Kate Chopin




David Guterson

Hermann Hesse




Jonathan Safran Soer

Ernest Hemingway



Markus Zusak 

Any Tan
Michael Dorris 
Toni Morrison




Cormac McCarthy
J. D. Salinger 




Jodi Picoult
Joanne Harris 




Anita Diamonte

John Steinbeck




Alice Walker

Tennesse Williams



Thornton Wilder

Eugene O’Neill




Henrik Ibsen

Chris Crutcher




C. S. Lewis
Kurt Vonnegut




Philip Pullman

R.R. Tolkien




Janet Fitch

Dorothy Allison




John Green
John Updike




Brent Weeks
Pat Rothfuss

NOTE:  Other choices MUST be approved by me. 
· you did not read that author for your summer reading selection.

· Also note:  CHECK to be sure your author has written more than one book! (Harper Lee, for example, only wrote one novel)
***NOTE***most of the work for these quarterly project will be done outside of class (as is typical of college prep courses).  Plan accordingly and select group members whom you can trust.











